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TREE FUND
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Name: James R Urban, ISA, FASLA

Employer: Urban Trees + Soils
915 Creek Drive
Annapolis, MD, 21403

Position: Owner

Education: BLA New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry, Syracuse, NY
Certifications: Registered landscape Architect - Maryland

Affiliations: ASLA, ISA, SMA, SSSA

Skills: Landscape architecture, soils, urban soils, tree preservation, specifications, tree and soll
research, author, lecturer

Why you are serving on TREE Fund board? | am passionate about improving the quality and life
expectancy urban trees

TREE Fund Committees you chair/serve on: Education, Research, Development

Biography
James Urban, FASLA, ISA specializes in the design of trees and soils in urban spaces. He has written

and lectured extensively on the subject of urban tree planting and has been responsible for the
introduction of many innovations including most of the current standards relating to urban tree
plantings. His 2008 book ‘Up By Roots: Healthy Trees and Soils in the Built Environment’, is becoming
one of the principle tree and soil references.

James Urban was instrumental in the development of structural cells and structural planting soils for
use under sidewalk pavements, and is credited with helping to re-awaken the profession of landscape
architecture to the skills required to successfully plant trees in difficult urban soils. In 2007 he was
awarded the ASLA Medal of Excellence for this contribution the profession of Landscape Architecture.
He is the 2013 recipient of the ISA Award of Achievement for long-term contributions to the profession
of arboriculture.




