EXTENDED TO AUGUST 15, 2016
990 Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax PHBAS o
Form

Under section 501(c), 527, or 4947(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code (except private foundations) :Zl l I 5

P Do not enter social security numbers on this form as it may be made public.

Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service » Information about Form 990 and its instructions is at www.irs.gov/form990.
A For the 2015 calendar year, or tax year beginning and ending
B cCheck if C Name of organization D Employer identification number
s TREE RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ENDOWMENT
Address FUND
change
e Doing business as 37-1018692
L) Number and street (or P.0. box f mail is not delivered to street address) Roomy/suite [ E Telephone number
ﬁ;;’j,‘n, 552 S WASHINGTON STREET 109 630-369-8300
sea ™ City or town, state or province, country, and ZIP or foreign postal code G_Gross receipts $ 1,113,686.
min| NAPERVILLE, IL 60540 H(a) Is this a group return
(8P | F Name and address of principal officerJOHN ERIC SMITH for subordinates? ... [ Ives No
gk SAME AS C ABOVE H(b) Are all subordinates included?ElYes :’ No
|_Tax-exempt status: [ X]501(c)3) [ 501(c)( ) (insertno.) [ | 4947(a)(1) or [ 527 If "No," attach a list. (see instructions)
J Website: » WWW . TREEFUND . ORG H(c) Group exemption number P>
K_Form of organization: [ | Corporation Trust [ | Association [ ] Other | L Year of formation: 19 7 5[ M state of legal domicile: L Lt
| Summary
o | 1 Briefly describe the organization’s mission or most significant activites: SUPPORT SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES
g AND ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP
g 2 Check this box P> D if the organization discontinued its operations or disposed of more than 25% of its net assets.
2| 3 Number of voting members of the governing body (Part Vi, line 1a) . ... ... 3 18
g 4 Number of independent voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line o) IR S RT Tl 3 CN1 (S AN SO 4 18
@ | 5 Total number of individuals employed in calendar year 2015 (PartVs.line2a)s. I FURESATION FOR 5 7
£ | 6 Total number of volunteers (estimate if necessary) ... 6 200
E 7 a Total unrelated business revenue from Part VIIl, column (C), line12 ... 7a 0.
b Net unrelated business taxable income from Form 990-T, N€ 34 ..o 7b 0.
Prior Year Current Year
) 8 Contributions and grants (Part VIll, lineth) ... . 1,123,046. 1,016 . 049.
§ | © Program service revenue (Part VIIl, line 29) ______...............ccccocooo 0. 0.
2 | 10 Investment income (Part VIII, column (A), lines 3,4, and 7d) ... 30 795 9. 29 ’ 484.
- A
11 Other revenue (Part VIII, column (A), lines 5, 6d, 8¢, 9¢, 10c, and IETE) Rt oal, iy =151 ’ 693. =21 4 156.
12 Total revenue - add lines 8 through 11 (must equal Part VIII, column (A),line12) ......... 1 ’ 001 ’ S B 1 7 024 ’ 3775
13 Grants and similar amounts paid (Part IX, column (A), lines 1-3) . 298,640. 1'33:,789.
14  Benefits paid to or for members (Part IX, column (A), lined) ... .. 0. 0.
% | 15 Salaries, other compensation, employee benefits (Part IX, column (A), lines 5-10) . 325,049. 332,463,
2 | 16a Professional fundraising fees (Part IX, column (A), line 11e) ... 0. 0.
§- b Total fundraising expenses (Part IX, column (D), line 25) P>
%117 Other expenses (Part IX, column (A), lines 11a-11d, 11f-040) s iy & 243,169. 397,637
18 Total expenses. Add lines 13-17 (must equal Part IX, column (A), line 25) . 866,858. 863,889.
19 Revenue less expenses. Subtract line 18 from line 12 ... 535,054, 160,488.
ig Beginning of Current Year End of Year
28| 20 Totalasosts e X, lne18). o tn 0 o o L e 3,425,095. 3,423,629.
To| 21 Totalliabilities (Part X, line26) ... 292,703, 180,788.
g&’. 22 Net assets or fund balances. Subtract line 21 from lin€ 20 ... 37132 -392% 3,242,841.

‘Partll Signature Block
Under penalties of perjury, | declare that | have examined this return, including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of my knowledge and belief, it is
true, correct, and complete. Declaration of preparer (other than officer) is based on all information of which preparer has any knowledge.

Sign } Signature of officer Date
Here JOHN ERIC SMITH, PRESIDENT/CEO
Type or print name and title
Print/Type preparer's name Preparer's signat/u?r/e) (O / Date S’“’C" L_I] PTIN
Paid KAREN OLSON ﬂ,‘(j/r\ ’ SO 5’4#’ /o lseltemployet‘l P00085441
Preparer | Firm'sname p DUGAN & LOPATKA, CPA’S PC Frm'sENp 36-2886485
Use Only | Firm’s address > 104 E. ROOSEVELT ROAD SUITE 102
WHEATON, IL 60187-5267 Phoneno.6 30-665-4440
May the IRS discuss this return with the preparer shown above? (see Instructions)=- oa t. e e Yes [ INo

532001 12-16-15  LHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the separate instructions. Form 990 (2015)




TREE RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ENDOWMENT

FUND 37-1018692 page2
Statement of Program Service Accomplishments
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line inthis Part Ul ... l:]

1 Briefly describe the organization’s mission:

SUPPORT SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERY AND DISSEMINATION OF NEW KNOWLEDGE IN THE
FIELDS OF ARBORICULTURE AND URBAN FORESTRY.

2 Did the organization undertake any significant program services during the year which were not listed on

the!prich Fom 900 ONDOBEZ Ta il e et £ A it e e e oo v eeem b om ettt B [Ives [XINo
If "Yes," describe these new services on Schedule O.
3  Did the organization cease conducting, or make significant changes in how it conducts, any program services? ... E]Yes No

If "Yes," describe these changes on Schedule O.

4  Describe the organization’s program service accomplishments for each of its three largest program services, as measured by expenses.
Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations are required to report the amount of grants and allocations to others, the total expenses, and
revenue, if any, for each program service reported.

4a (Code: ) (Expenses $ 284 1652. including grants of $ 133,789, ) (Revenue $ 12,068. )
RESEARCH SUPPORT AND EDUCATION - PROVIDE RESEARCH GRANTS TO INDIVIDUALS
AND ORGANIZATIONS PERFORMING TREE-RELATED RESEARCH WHICH IS THE TRUST'’S
PURPOSE.

THE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS SUPPORT NUMEROUS PUBLIC EDUCATION ENDEAVORS.
THE TOUR DES TREES PROVIDES EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES THROUGH
PRESENTATIONS AND MEDIA INTERVIEWS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF TREES AND THE
ROLE OF TREE RESEARCH. PROGRAMS INCLUDE INFORMATION FOR PRE-SCHOOL TO
HIGH SCHOOL. PROGRAMS ALSO DESCRIBE THE CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN

ARBORICULTURE.
4b (Code: ) (Expenses $ including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ )
4c (Code: ) (Expenses $ including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ )

4d Other program services (Describe in Schedule 0.

(Expenses $ including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ )
4e _Total program service expenses P> 284,652,
Form 990 (2015)
532002
12-16-15
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TREE RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ENDOWMENT
 (2015) FUND 37-1018692 page3
Checklist of Required Schedules

Yes | No

1 Is the organization described in section 501 (c)(3) or 4947(a)(1) (other than a private foundation)?

If “Yos," completeSchechiie Axsiizalion Al ool . e ROl S A o S SR g | X
2 s the organization required to complete Schedule B, Schedule of Contributor®® ... ... . . 2 X
3 Did the organization engage in direct or indirect political campaign activities on behalf of or in opposition to candidates for

public.offios? /f *Yas,  complete Sched) BT o i\, sesliianoe Mouisd 0. 0 m0mti L B Bt 3 X
4 Section 501(c)(3) organizations. Did the organization engage in lobbying activities, or have a section 501 (h) election in effect

during the tex yeaar? if.2Yes, " complets SCNSOBSELREI I-:..5. 4,00 & it isvisionseition o this acaleallon's s, 4 X
§ Is the organization a section 501(c)(4), 501 (c)(5), or 501(c)(6) organization that receives membership dues, assessments, or

similar amounts as defined in Revenue Procedure 98-197 Jf "Yes," complete Schedule C, Partlll ... . . . ... .. . . 5 X
6 Did the organization maintain any donor advised funds or any similar funds or accounts for which donors have the right to

provide advice on the distribution or investment of amounts in such funds or accounts? /f "Yes, " complete Schedule D, Part | 6 X

7 Did the organization receive or hold a conservation easement, including easements to preserve open space,
the environment, historic land areas, or historic structures? /f "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part I 7 X

8 Did the organization maintain collections of works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets? Jf "Yes, " complete

DeieckioD; Rartlllving. ot e e B s S e et R LR 8 X
9 Did the organization report an amount in Part X, line 21, for escrow or custodial account liability, serve as a custodian for

amounts not listed in Part X; or provide credit counseling, debt management, credit repair, or debt negotiation services?

If Yea," complate Schackiie B Rart 1V durics S ymacs 2 s, 2 eeds, DEehin b Bt Lo 9 X

10  Did the organization, directly or through a related organization, hold assets in temporarily restricted endowments, permanent
endowments, or quasi-endowments? /f "Yes, " complete:ScheduleiDyRart Vi iromrs 836 an SO 20 G L ompiivg
11 If the organization’s answer to any of the following questions is "Yes," then complete Schedule D, Parts VI, VI, VL, 1X, or X

as applicable.
a Did the organization report an amount for land, buildings, and equipment in Part X, line 10? /f "Yes, " complete Schedule D,
BV onodine il Sl TR IR R e e s IR el e 1a| X
b Did the organization report an amount for investments - other securities in Part X, line 12 that is 5% or more of its total
assets reported in Part X, line 16?2 If "Yes, " complete Schedule DrPart Vil 5 5389, s il snlie Cosammils spectann 11b X
¢ Did the organization report an amount for investments - program related in Part X, line 13 that is 5% or more of its total
assets reported in Part X, line 167 If "Yes," complete Scheaule D, Part VIl ............................ 11c X
d Did the organization report an amount for other assets in Part X, line 15 that is 5% or more of its total assets reported in
Part.X; line 167 1f "Yes, " complete Schedule B TMI 1.5, .c.0 6. k. oS S i Ao 11d X
e Did the organization report an amount for other liabilities in Part X, line 257 If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part X . 11e X
f Did the organization’s separate or consolidated financial statements for the tax year include a footnote that addresses
the organization’s liability for uncertain tax positions under FIN 48 (ASC 740)? If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part X 11f | X
12a Did the organization obtain separate, independent audited financial statements for the tax year? If "Yes," complete
Schackile D, Parts XI:and Xl ceoteity i of Sl PRBSere sl it o G alan 405, S et Tonseetating s e 12a| X
b Was the organization included in consolidated, independent audited financial statements for the tax year?
If "Yes," and if the organization answered "No" to line 12a, then completing Schedule D, Parts X and Xl is optional ... ... .. 12b X
13 Is the organization a school described in section 170()(1)(A)i)? If "Yes," complete Schedule E . . . 13 X
14a Did the organization maintain an office, employees, or agents outside of the United States? . . 14a X
b Did the organization have aggregate revenues or expenses of more than $10,000 from grantmaking, fundraising, business,
investment, and program service activities outside the United States, or aggregate foreign investments valued at $100,000
O more? If "Yes,” complete’ SChackile Fy Pare T BIMMNGLe. 1.l B R eosssosooosios st oo 14b | X
15 Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or for any
foreign organization? If "Yes," complete Schedule F, Parts lland V' ... ... 15 X
16  Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of aggregate grants or other assistance to
or for foreign individuals? /f "Yes, " complete Schedule s Rartalll-ang I guge i wis eaniontion it pariioied sty 16 | X
17  Did the organization report a total of more than $15,000 of expenses for professional fundraising services on Part IX,
column (A), lines & and 1167 If "Yes," complete ScheauIe G, PAItI ...............c..cc.oovvivitosietos oo 17 X
18  Did the organization report more than $15,000 total of fundraising event gross income and contributions on Part VI, lines
1o and 8a?./f "Yes," complete Soheckile CF PRI icitiitiesy, . iigiy:c Boibfey S 38 0l 3 ot o Artiaaiag 18 | X
19  Did the organization report more than $1 5,000 of gross income from gaming activities on Part VIII, line 9a? If "Yes,"
conwiote Schedvie G, Partlil: Suiinuniie £ iiics pxkariiie Siiu oo s Bk inita © Fop Bt W Mouss $408 2w s 19 X
Form 990 (2015)
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TREE RESEARCH AND EDUCATION-.ENDOWMENT

Form 990 (2015) FUND 37-1018692 page4

Checklist of Required Schedules (continued)

21 Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to any domestic organization or

22 Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or for domestic individuals on
23 Did the organization answer "Yes" to Part VII, Section A, line 3, 4, or 5 about compensation of the organization’s current
and former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, and highest compensated employees? If "Yes," complete
Sehecule U2 DR TN S8 SEAe IR, rey thay % wouieeddn B0l nstrusiana) L s e T
24a Did the organization have a tax-exempt bond issue with an outstanding principal amount of more than $100,000 as of the
last day of the year, that was issued after December 31, 20027 /f "Yes," answer lines 24b through 24d and complete
Schedule K. If "No", go to line 25a

transaction with a disqualified person during the year? If "Yes," complete Scheaule L, Part! .. . .. . . ... ...
b Is the organization aware that it engaged in an excess benefit transaction with a disqualified person in a prior year, and

that the transaction has not been reported on any of the organization’s prior Forms 990 or 990-EZ? If "Yes," complete

Schetule Ly Part]" ", i (008 R SYG 0oRRalhe o anvins wagaanihel suen uoatibohaics prgifie ol
26  Did the organization report any amount on Part X, line 5, 6, or 22 for receivables from or payables to any current or

former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, highest compensated employees, or disqualified persons? If "Yes, "

complste Schedyle L Part JI'7157, CL TR RSy 51 aiS TIOR sty 7 1 | aniloon 880 partly 1o Boods and vorvicss piadded bithe duvm
27 Did the organization provide a grant or other assistance to an officer, director, trustee, key employee, substantial

contributor or employee thereof, a grant selection committee member, or to a 35% controlled entity or family member

of any of these persons? If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part /il

instructions for applicable filing thresholds, conditions, and exceptions):

Yes | No

20a X
20b

i ¢

22" X

23 X
24a X
24b

24c
24d

25a X
25b X
26 X

a A current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part IV ... . . 28a X
A family member of a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part IV 28b X
¢ An entity of which a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee (or a family member thereof) was an officer,
director, trustee, or direct or indirect owner? /f "Yes, " compiete Schedblo L 'PaFC s "Eis iighsiw by s - 28c X
29 Did the organization receive more than $25,000 in non-cash contributions? /f "Yes," complete Scheadule M .. .. ... . 29 | X
30 Did the organization receive contributions of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets, or qualified conservation
eontrioutions? If "Yes, * conplete Schediile M- e A 30 X
31 Did the organization liquidate, terminate, or dissolve and cease operations?
INEPSS VCOMmEios SSRGS, ol a b i San s 1 A SRt G s e D T N e 31 X
32 Did the organization sell, exchange, dispose of, or transfer more than 25% of its net assets?/f "Yes," complete
SEROOAIS Ny Part 100 S e TS DA M SO B il os A Relites . e e 32 X
Did the organization own 100% of an entity disregarded as separate from the organization under Regulations
sections 301.7701-2 and 301.7701-3? If "Yes, " complete Schedule R, Part/ ... 33 X
Was the organization related to any tax-exempt or taxable entity? /f "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part Ii, Ill, or IV, and
Y e T e S o bl e et e R 34 X
35a Did the organization have a controlled entity within the meaning of section 512(0)(13)? ... 35a X
b If "Yes" to line 35a, did the organization receive any payment from or engage in any transaction with a controlled entity
within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)? /f "Yes," complete Schedule Ry Pat VAl 2y e o a ot e 35b
36 Section 501(c)(3) organizations. Did the organization make any transfers to an exempt non-charitable related organization?
IF%¥ée,* compiete Schedkile R, Part V, fine 2 173 ke ugav ol coed Pt 6 St 0 0D 36 X
37 Did the organization conduct more than 5% of its activities through an entity that is not a related organization
and that is treated as a partnership for federal income tax purposes? If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part VI . . 37 X
38 Did the organization complete Schedule O and provide explanations in Schedule O for Part VI, lines 11b and 197
Note. All Form 990 filers are required to complete Schedule O ... 38 | X
Form 990 (2015)

532004
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TREE RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ENDOWMENT

90 (2015) FUND 37-1018692 page5
V| Statements Regarding Other IRS Filings and Tax Compliance
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part V B

1a Enter the number reported in Box 3 of Form 1096. Enter -0- if not ghplicable: . ... ... 1a

b Enter the number of Forms W-2G included in line 1a. Enter -0- if not applicable’ .. ... o 1b
¢ Did the organization comply with backup withholding rules for reportable payments to vendors and reportable gaming

(gambling) winnings'to:prize winrieesfaits. soaainsmnes, L a SRl Bl e B S L

2a Enter the number of employees reported on Form W-3, Transmittal of Wage and Tax Statements,

filed for the calendar year ending with or within the year covered by thisreturn ... 2a

b If at least one is reported on line 2a, did the organization file all required federal employment tax returns?

Note. If the sum of lines 1a and 2a is greater than 250, you may be required to e-file (see instructions)

3a Did the organization have unrelated business gross income of $1,000 or more during the year?

See instructions for filing requirements for FinCEN Form 114, Report of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts (FBAR).
5a Was the organization a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction at any time during the tax year?

¢ If "Yes," to line 5a or 5b, did the organization file Form 8886-T? ...
6a Does the organization have annual gross receipts that are normally greater than $100,000, and did the organization solicit
any contributions that were not tax deductible as charitable contributions? 6a X

Did the organization receive a payment in excess of $75 made partly as a contribution and partly for goods and services provided to the payor?
b If "Yes," did the organization notify the donor of the value of the goods or services provided? ...
¢ Did the organization sell, exchange, or otherwise dispose of tangible personal property for which it was required

to file:Form 82627 ;ralation. invie aeitian Cniidiie S0l oo s BHMINg e altisiing of Sivh ohaptées, abiiates
d If "Yes," indicate the number of Forms 8282 filed during thé yearar s asion's sxemct sapnsan® L?d l
e Did the organization receive any funds, directly or indirectly, to pay premiums on a personal benefit contract?
f Did the organization, during the year, pay premiums, directly or indirectly, on a personal benefit contract? ... ..
9
h

76 | X

If the organization received a contribution of qualified intellectual property, did the organization file Form 8899 as required? . | 7
If the organization received a contribution of cars, boats, airplanes, or other vehicles, did the organization file a Form 1098-C? | 7h
8 Sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds. Did a donor advised fund maintained by the
sponsoring organization have excess business holdings at any time during the year?
9 Sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds.
a Did the sponsoring organization make any taxable distributions under section 49667

10  Section 501(c)(7) organizations. Enter:
a Initiation fees and capital contributions included on Part VIIl, line12 . .
b Gross receipts, included on Form 990, Part VII, line 12, for public use of club facilities
11 Section 501(c)(12) organizations. Enter:
a Gross income from members or shareholders 11a

b Gross income from other sources (Do not net amounts due or paid to other sources against

amounts due or recelved fromthem.): vz el ot il sty e onssnlzation i ovel 11b
12a Section 4947(a)(1) non-exempt charitable trusts. Is the organization filing Form 990 in lieu of Form 10412 12a
b If "Yes," enter the amount of tax-exempt interest received or accrued duringtheyear ... b2b l
13  Section 501(c)(29) qualified nonprofit health insurance issuers.
a Is the organization licensed to issue qualified health plans in more thanone state? ... .~~~
Note. See the instructions for additional information the organization must report on Schedule O.
b Enter the amount of reserves the organization is required to maintain by the states in which the
organization is licensed to issue qualified healthplans ... .~~~ 13b
© Enterthe:amount of reserves onhand' ..o, Jifil 105 200 1 SR i Bovan s ot 13¢
14a Did the organization receive any payments for indoor tanning services during the taxyear? ... 14a X
b_If "Yes," has it filed a Form 720 to report these payments? /f “No, " provide an explanation in Schedule © ... 14b
Form 990 (2015)
532005
12-16-15
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TREE RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ENDOWMENT
2015) FUND 37—1018692 Page6

Governance, Management, and Disclosure For each "Yes" response to lines 2 through 7b below, and for a "No" response
to line 8a, 8b, or 10b below, describe the circumstances, processes, or changes in Schedule O. See instructions.

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VI ...,
Section A. Governing Body and Management

1a Enter the number of voting members of the governing body at the end of the taxyear ... ... . 1a

If there are material differences in voting rights among members of the governing body, or if the governing
body delegated broad authority to an executive committee or similar committee, explain in Schedule O.

b Enter the number of voting members included in line 1a, above, who are independent ... ... 1b

2 Did any officer, director, trustee, or key employee have a family relationship or a business relationship with any other

officer; director; trustes, or Key: emploYee Tt By e T | it s s e s it 2 X
3 Did the organization delegate control over management duties customarily performed by or under the direct supervision

of officers, directors, or trustees, or key employees to a management company or other person? ... ... 3 X
4 Did the organization make any significant changes to its governing documents since the prior Form 990 was filed? . 4 X
5 Did the organization become aware during the year of a significant diversion of the organization’s assets? ... .. . 5 X
6 Did the organization have members or StockhoIders? ... .. ... 6 X
7a Did the organization have members, stockholders, or other persons who had the power to elect or appoint one or

more members of the governing body?. ..&. s 180, < i, fivlen Smieis S DS 102 Lo . LR SAt o fov oty don s, 7a X

b Are any governance decisions of the organization reserved to (or subject to approval by) members, stockholders, or

persons other than the governing body? 7b

8  Did the organization contemporaneously document the meetings held or written actions undertaken during the year by the following:
a " The'govemning body? ... 5. o vi-sib i n b iuie @l 2l 1 el e S8 om0

b Each committee with authority to act on behalf of the governing body?

9 s there any officer, director, trustee, or key employee listed in Part VII, Section A, who cannot be reached at the

organization’s mailing address? If "Yes, " provide the names and addresses in Scheule O ... 9 X

Section B. Policies (This Section B requests information about policies not required by the Internal Revenue Code.)

>

Yes | No
10a X

10a Did the organization have local chapters, branches, or affiliates? ...
b If "Yes," did the organization have written policies and procedures governing the activities of such chapters, affiliates,
and branches to ensure their operations are consistent with the organization’s exempt purposes? ... ...
11a Has the organization provided a complete copy of this Form 990 to all members of its governing body before filing the form?
b Describe in Schedule O the process, if any, used by the organization to review this Form 990.

10b

12a Did the organization have a written conflict of interest policy? If "No," go to line 13 . 12a | X
b Were officers, directors, or trustees, and key employees required to disclose annually interests that could give rise to conflicts? .. ... 12b | X
¢ Did the organization regularly and consistently monitor and enforce compliance with the policy? /f "Yes," describe

In:Schedule O how thiswas done v isnains s sl 3 e ALl e e il e S s R e 12¢ | X

13  Did the organization have a written whistleblower POliCY? ... .. ..., X

14  Did the organization have a written document retention and destruction policy? .. X

15 Did the process for determining compensation of the following persons include a review and approval by independent
persons, comparability data, and contemporaneous substantiation of the deliberation and decision?
a The organization’s CEO, Executive Director, or top management official
b Other officers or key employees of the OrGaNZaton ... .. i o i
If "Yes" to line 15a or 15b, describe the process in Schedule O (see instructions).
16a Did the organization invest in, contribute assets to, or participate in a joint venture or similar arrangement with a
taxable entity’during the'year? 0 (Lol Srille Bt B 6 Cobd e S Ty e e s D e
b If "Yes," did the organization follow a written policy or procedure requiring the organization to evaluate its participation
in joint venture arrangements under applicable federal tax law, and take steps to safeguard the organization’s
exempt status with respect to such arrangements? ... ... iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiseieas 16b
Section C. Disclosure
17  List the states with which a copy of this Form 990 is required to be filed P> L L
18  Section 6104 requires an organization to make its Forms 1023 (or 1024 if applicable), 990, and 990-T (Section 501(c)(3)s only) available
for public inspection. Indicate how you made these available. Check all that apply.
Own website Another’s website Upon request |:I Other (explain in Schedule O)
19 Describe in Schedule O whether (and if so, how) the organization made its governing documents, conflict of interest policy, and financial
statements available to the public during the tax year.
20 State the name, address, and telephone number of the person who possesses the organization’s books and records: P>

JOHN ERIC SMITH - 630-369-8300
552 S WASHINGTON STREET, NAPERVILLE, IL 60540
532006 12-16-15 Form 990 (2015)
6
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TREE RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ENDOWMENT
Form 990 (2015) FUND 37-1018692 page?
I Compensation of Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, Highest Compensated
Employees, and Independent Contractors
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VII

1a Complete this table for all persons required to be listed. Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the organization’s tax year.
® List all of the organization’s current officers, directors, trustees (whether individuals or organizations), regardless of amount of compensation.
Enter -0- in columns (D), (E), and (F) if no compensation was paid.
® List all of the organization’s current key employees, if any. See instructions for definition of "key employee."
® List the organization’s five current highest compensated employees (other than an officer, director, trustee, or key employee) who received report-
able compensation (Box 5 of Form W-2 and/or Box 7 of Form 1099-MISC) of more than $100,000 from the organization and any related organizations.
® List all of the organization’s former officers, key employees, and highest compensated employees who received more than $100,000 of
reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations.
® List all of the organization’s former directors or trustees that received, in the capacity as a former director or trustee of the organization,
more than $10,000 of reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations.
List persons in the following order: individual trustees or directors; institutional trustees; officers; key employees; highest compensated employees;
and former such persons.

D Check this box if neither the organization nor any related organization compensated any current officer, director, or trustee.

(A) (B) ©) (D) (E) (F)
Name and Title Average | . cfe‘c’f'rﬂgg et Reponablg Reportabl.e Estimated
hours per | box, unless person is both an compensation compensation amount of
week afficer and a directorrtrustse) from from related other
(list any g the organizations compensation
hours for . B organization (W-2/1099-MISC) from the
relgteq g § g (W-2/1099-MISC) organization
organizations| £ | 3 £ and related
below |5 |2 4 52 : organizations
line) g2 § g |25 8
(1) RANDALL MILLER 10.00
CHAIRMAN X X 0. Ors 0.
(2) RAY HENNING 4.00
TREASURER X X s 07 0.
(3) MICHAEL ROBINSON 4.00
INTERIM TREASURER X X 0. 0% 0.
(4) BRIAN SAYERS 4.00
VICE-CHAIRMAN X p.s 0% 0. 0:s
(5) BRENT ASPLUNDH 1,00
TRUSTEE X 04 0 0.
(6) JAMES BARBORINAS 1.00
TRUSTEE X 0 )8 0. 0.
(7) SCOTT DIFFENDERFER 1.00
TRUSTEE X 0. 0% 0z
(8) HALLIE DOZIER 1.00
TRUSTEE X 0% 03 0.
(9) BARBARA FAIR 1.00
TRUSTEE X 0% 0 0.
(10) PAUL FLETCHER 1.00
TRUSTEE X s 0. 0.
(11) STEVEN GEIST 1.00
TRUSTEE X 0. 0% 0%
(12) DOUG GOBER 1.00
TRUSTEE X 0. 0. 0.
(13) GEORGE HUDLER 1.00
TRUSTEE X 0 0 0.
(14) WILBUR NUTTER 1.00
TRUSTEE X 0. 0% 0fs
(15) ROGER PHELPS 1.00
TRUSTEE X 0 07 0.
(16) WILLIAM SCHLEIZER 1.00
TRUSTEE X 0. 058 0.
(17) JAMES URBAN 1.00
TRUSTEE X 05 0% 0.
532007 12-16-15 Form 990 (2015)
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TREE RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ENDOWMENT

Form 990 (2015) FUND 37-1018692  Page8
k| Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees (continued)
(A) (B) ©) (D) (E) (F)
Name and title Average e cfe‘c’f':l'g’re” R0 Reportabl.e Reportablve Estimated
hours per box, unless person is both an compensation compensation amount of
week SN direstonTuethy from from related other
(list any § the organizations compensation
hours for 3 B organization (W-2/1099-MISC) from the
rel_ateq H g g (W-2/1099-MISC) organization
organizations| £ | £ g and related
b;alo)w 3 é § 3 gg E organizations
ine 2|8 g |28 8
(18) THOMAS WOLF 1.00
TRUSTEE X 94 0. 0.
(19) M, JANET BORNANCIN 60.00
FORMER PRESIDENT/CEO X Dl A (655 15236
(20) JOHN ERIC SMITH 60.00
PRESIDENT/CEO X 40,987. 0% 0
19 Oub-tosel,. v drcadpen, i TR S RE ST TS > 98,159. 0. 1,236.
¢ Total from continuation sheets to Part Vii;Section A .. - - Soda s~ 0 0= 0.
d Totsl facdimes tbeatita)ini. ..o .o o e o g > 98,159. 0. 1,236.
2 Total number of individuals (including but not limited to those listed above) who received more than $100,000 of reportable
compensation from the organization P 0
Yes | No

3 Did the organization list any former officer, director, or trustee, key employee, or highest compensated employee on
line 1a? If "Yes, " complete Schedule J for such sl L S S DR o BRSPS Dl M e sy
4 For any individual listed on line 1a, is the sum of reportable compensation and other compensation from the organization
and related organizations greater than $150,000? /f "Yes, " complete Scheduile J for such individual ...
5 Did any person listed on line 1a receive or accrue compensation from any unrelated organization or individual for services
rendered to the organization? /f "Yes, " complete Schedule J for SUchperson ... 5 X
Section B. Independent Contractors
1 Complete this table for your five highest compensated independent contractors that received more than $100,000 of compensation from
the organization. Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the organization’s tax year.

(A) (B) ©)
Name and business address NONE Description of services Compensation

2  Total number of independent contractors (including but not limited to those listed above) who received more than
$100,000 of compensation from the organization P> 0 :
Form 990 (2015)
532008
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TREE RESEARCH AND EDUCATIQN ENDOWMENT

15) FUND 37-1018692 Page9
Statement of Revenue

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VIII

(A) (B) (C) (D)
Total revenue Related or Unrelated R?Venute QXCIgded
exempt function business ek Aol

i revenue revenue 51 14
g% 1 a Federated campaigns ... 1a
58| b Membershipdues ... 1b
,,;E ¢ Fundraisingevents ... 1ic 615 ’ 452
'3 8 d Related organizations ... 1d
g‘ E e Government grants (contributions) 1e
.gg f Al other contributions, gifts, grants, and
3£ similar amounts not included above 1f| 400,597
S BRERCRELen 66,186
g -g 9 Noncash contributions included in lines 1a-1f. $ A
o® hi:Total'Add lines: 1a-dficeis Sukaiorn: o A e 0 |
g | 2e
Lo b
£
80 d
.
o f All other program service revenue ... .

g Total: Add inesiPa-2f 5. e e L A |

3 Investment income (including dividends, interest, and
other similar amouNts) . i i e e > 29,484. 29,484.

4 Income from investment of tax-exempt bond proceeds P>
Bzt Royaltien . i b ol s saienvebss bt et o oo b

6 a Grossrents ...
b Less: rental expenses ... ...
¢ Rental income or (loss) ...
d Net rental income or (loss) ............coooooiii..

7 a Gross amount from sales of (i) Securities (i) Other

assets other than inventory
b Less: cost or other basis
and sales expenses
¢ Gainor(loss) ..................
diENet:gain OF. (J088). . L . et ik st dn Seleh S
8 a Gross income from fundraising events (not
including $ 61.5,452.¢:0f
contributions reported on line 1c). See
PantilV,dine d8 ians. rosl inmtings 2%
b Less:directexpenses ...
¢ Net income or (loss) from fundraising events
9 a Gross income from gaming activities. See
Part IV; line 19+ i Salide ila sl S E 0 v
b Less:directexpenses ...
¢ Net income or (loss) from gaming activities
10 a Gross sales of inventory, less returns
and allowances .. ../ ... ... ...occourereniisensones a
Less: costofgoodssold ...
Net income or (loss) from sales of inventory ............... >
Miscellaneous Revenue

GRANT REFUNDS 900099 9,634. 9,634.
MISCELLANEOUS 900099 2,434. 2,434.

Other Revenue

o

(]

All other revenue
Total. Add lines 11a-11d 12,068.
12 Total revenue. See instructions. 1,024,377 12,068. 0.] -3,740.
532009 12-16-15 Form 990 (2015)
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Form 990 (2015)
8 Statement of Functional Expenses

TREE RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ENDOWMENT

FUND

37-1018692 page10

Section 5

01(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations must complete all columns. All other organizations must complete column (A).

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part IX

Do not include amounts reported on lines 6b,
7b, 8b, 9b, and 10b of Part VI/I.

A)
Total expenses

Program service

(C)
Management and

D)
Fundraising

expenses eneral ex
1 Grants and other assistance to domestic organizations
and domestic governments. See Part IV, line 21 18,883. 185883
2 Grants and other assistance to domestic
individuals. See Part IV, line22 94,906. 94,906.
3 Grants and other assistance to foreign
organizations, foreign governments, and foreign
individuals. See Part IV, lines 15and 16 . 20,000. 20,000.
4 Benefits paid to or formembers . ...
5 Compensation of current officers, directors,
trustees, and key employees ... ... 99,395, 18,9009. 34,484. 46,002.
6 Compensation not included above, to disqualified
persons (as defined under section 4958(f)(1)) and
persons described in section 4958(c)(3)(B) ........
7 Othersalariesandwages ... 173,571 33,167- 60,378. 801032-
8 Pension plan accruals and contributions (include
section 401(k) and 403(b) employer contributions) 3,657, 472. 991. 2,194.
9 Other employee benefits ... 34,952. 4,515. 9,467. 20,970.
10 Payroll 1axes : -, . nha st na Bt 20,882. 2,715. 5,847. 12,320.
11 Fees for services (non-employees):
a’iManagementidi sueata th L TS S nieg
b sl s sni TR et SR N, 3,477. 3,477.
¢ 'Acoounting ;o Santinian, 1 el 15 5 1557555 2,021. 4,471. 9,263.
d Liobbying:... v il Gha mittimd Sl
e Professional fundraising services. See Part IV, line 17
f Investment managementfees . .. ... .. 8,800. 8,800.
g Other. (If line 11g amount exceeds 10% of line 25,
column (A) amount, list line 11g expenses on Sch 0.) 655. 425. 230
12 Advertising and promotion ... 12,869. 3,686. 24. 25159,
13 | Offico @xpenses: .. il arammusisig 46,340. 4,736. 5,703. 35,901 .
14 Information technology . ... 15,5225 10,799. 562 4,161,
18, [Royaltles: ..l tiniatmn 28 tes Nipani )
16 [OGcUpENGY; il Sl b il 1 18,404. 2,361. 5,223. 10,820.
17Tl Onieos, s Uensniins dodiaenl ntsng 140,559. 27,976. 524. 112,059.
18 Payments of travel or entertainment expenses
for any federal, state, or local public officials
19 Conferences, conventions, and meetings .. 1,638. 83. 165. 1,390.
20 - Interestrisiy it ins Hehs Sl SEAG 117 14
21 'Paymentsto affiliates: .......................co0
22 Depreciation, depletion, and amortization ..
23 Insuranee: .o ek asnas e 8,376 1,438. 905. 6,033.
24  Other expenses. Itemize expenses not covered ‘
above. (List miscellaneous expenses in line 24e. If line
24e amount exceeds 10% of line 25, column (A)
amount, list line 24e expenses on Schedule 0.) ...... [ e e e
a CONTRACT LABOR 8,748.
b RECRUITMENT 20,966.
¢ BAD DEBT 20,000. 20,000.
d BOARD EXPENSES 14;511; 2,693. 50,924 & 897.
e All other expenses 9,830, 6,544. 814 . 2,469.
25  Total functional expenses. Add lines 1 through 24e 863,889. 284,652. 184,234. 395,;003.
26  Joint costs. Complete this line only if the organization
reported in column (B) joint costs from a combined
educational campaign and fundraising solicitation.
Check here B> [ 1 i foiowing SOP 98- (ASC 958-720)
532010 12-16-15 Form 990 (2015)
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TREE RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ENDOWMENT

Form 990 (2015) FUND 37-1018692 Ppage 11
1| Balance Sheet
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part X ...t eeeeeiiiinens l:]
(A) (B)
Beginning of year End of year
112 Cash -non-interest-bearing . cots WL Boa Bl ... il e e, 144,024.] 1 134,232.
2 Savings and temporary cash investments ... 3,154,924, 2 3,176,804.
3 Pledges and grants receivable, Net ... 120,547.| 3 103,127.
4" JAccounts;recelvablexmeta inume s o S e e e 4
5 Loans and other receivables from current and former officers, directors,
trustees, key employees, and highest compensated employees. Complete
Part Il of Schedule L
6 Loans and other receivables from other disqualified persons (as defined under
section 4958(f)(1)), persons described in section 4958(c)(3)(B), and contributing
employers and sponsoring organizations of section 501(c)(9) voluntary
% employees’ beneficiary organizations (see instr). Complete Part [l of Sch L ... 6
@ 7 Notes and loans'receivable, net . ... .....cciiiiin i b i e, 7
» 8 . Inventories forsaleoruse s ... mnl ot L e e 8
9 Prepaid expenses and deferredcharges « ............................ccccii, 9
10a Land, buildings, and equipment: cost or other
basis. Complete Part VI of Schedule D . 10a
b Less: accumulated depreciation ... 10b 30,120 0.|10¢c 0.
11 Investments - publicly traded securities ...
12  Investments - other securities. See Part IV, line 11
13 Investments - program-related. See Part IV, line 11 ...
14" =Intangible assets i & Jnlsin dhuiheriod . il Aot S b Lagy
18" «-Otherassets. SeePart IV; lIne 117 itz ol B S
16 Total assets. Add lines 1 through 15 (must equal line34) ............................. 3 7 425 7 095% 3 7 423 v 629.
17  Accounts payable and accrued eXpenses ...........................cccociieieeieenn. 37,199. 34,180.
18"+ Grants/payable: i.its FHlinisl stalmmaltns e soln: e o e Indisnmielan s 255,504. 146,608.
19« Deferred revenue :. s i o Lo Siotl i itons o Sulasl e ndees i 1
20 Tax-exempt bond liabilities
21 Escrow or custodial account liability. Complete Part IV of Schedule D
g9 |22 Loans and other payables to current and former officers, directors, trustees,
= key employees, highest compensated employees, and disqualified persons.
s Complete Part 1 0f SChOAUIB L. ...................cooouooveeeeeeeeeeesreee e eneseeesseeeen
= |23 Secured mortgages and notes payable to unrelated third parties ...
24 Unsecured notes and loans payable to unrelated third parties ......................
25 Other liabilities (including federal income tax, payables to related third
parties, and other liabilities not included on lines 17-24). Complete Part X of
Schedule D "o Fiis i sl o R el e e e R e
26 Total liabilities. Add lines 17 through 25 ... 292,703
Organizations that follow SFAS 117 (ASC 958), check here P> and
@ complete lines 27 through 29, and lines 33 and 34.
§ 27 " Unrestricted netassets: . =01 no o Soaat i Do L e i 787,753 . 27 734,587.
B |28 Temporarily restricted Net @8SEtS ..................ccccocoovorievrriicmniinsinsinen 1,088,104.| 28 1,232,442.
T (20  Permanently restricted netassets .....................oouerimmmmreessisiesiziniee 1,256,535, 29 1,275,812
A Organizations that do not follow SFAS 117 (ASC 958), check here P> [:]
5 and complete lines 30 through 34.
% 30 Capital stock or trust principal, or current funds ... ...
‘2 31 Paid-in or capital surplus, or land, building, or equipmentfund ... ... . ..
% |32 Retained earnings, endowment, accumulated income, or other funds ...
Z |33 Totalnetassetsorfundbalances ... 3,132,392 33 3,242,841.
34 Total liabilities and net assets/fund balances ... 3,425,095.| a4 3,423,629 .
Form 990 (2015)
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TREE RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ENDOWMENT
2015) FUND 37-1018692 page12
Reconciliation of Net Assets
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part XI

1 Total revenue (must equal Part VIII, column (A), line 12) 1 1 024 (377,
2 Total expenses (must equal Part IX, column (A), line 25) 2 863 ,889.
3 Revenue less expenses. Subtract line 2 fromline 1 ...~~~ 3 160,488.
4 Net assets or fund balances at beginning of year (must equal Part X, line 33, column (&) . 4 3,:1:325392.
5 Net unrealized gains (losses) on investments 5 -30,039.
6 Donatéd services andtse of facilitles . = zannoition ol L uhst deinined s sectne TTONNANS. 6
7 | Investment expenses - .; paiting 1 7G0T HEHI (ot fon 7
8 - Prior period adjustments.«.::0va | opsal $ereies Srginizat i destibimd W saeting TEORGMIAIID. 0 8
9 Other changes in net assets or fund balances (explain in Schedule Qpespies mesacnc iy Sevtinn TrimIe 9 0.
10  Net assets or fund balances at end of year. Combine lines 3 through 9 (must equal Part X, line 33,
columin (B)) .ot simied b R anel ol g poliece wo ety Gaged & Suarten By s dosnioerdal 10 3,242,841.

Financial Statements and Reporting
Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part XIl ...

1 Accounting method used to prepare the Form 990: [:' Cash Accrual D Other
If the organization changed its method of accounting from a prior year or checked "Other," explain in Schedule O.
2a Were the organization’s financial statements compiled or reviewed by an independent accountant? .
If "Yes," check a box below to indicate whether the financial statements for the year were compiled or reviewed on a
separate basis, consolidated basis, or both:
Ead] Separate basis [ Consolidated basis [ Both consolidated and separate basis
b Were the organization’s financial statements audited by an independent accountant? ... il
If "Yes," check a box below to indicate whether the financial statements for the year were audited on a separate basis
consolidated basis, or both:
Separate basis D Consolidated basis D Both consolidated and separate basis
¢ If "Yes" to line 2a or 2b, does the organization have a committee that assumes responsibility for oversight of the audit,
review, or compilation of its financial statements and selection of an independent accountant? ...
If the organization changed either its oversight process or selection process during the tax year, explain in Schedule O.
3a As aresult of a federal award, was the organization required to undergo an audit or audits as set forth in the Single Audit
Act and OMB Circular#483%: ] 114! Sunniiit Srgmeing i visstolt in M Saens pereuna tnal sotfad or st ans the Bupiser: 3a X
b If "Yes," did the organization undergo the required audit or audits? If the organization did not undergo the required audit
or audits, explain why in Schedule O and desctibe any steps taken to undergo such audits ... 3b

Form 990 (2015)
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