
Dr. Kathleen Wolf is a Research Social Scientist at the School of Environmental and Forest 
Sciences, University of Washington. After earning her Ph.D. at the University of Michigan, she 
developed a research program to investigate human response to outdoor spaces in cities, based 
on theory and methods of environmental psychology. Dr. Wolf's mission is to discover, 
understand and communicate human behavior and benefits, as people experience nature in 
cities and towns. She was a research associate with the US Forest Service Pacific NW Research 
Station from 2010-2018 collaborating on studies of social dimensions of urban forestry and 
ecosystems. Dr. Wolf has presented her research throughout the United States, in Australia, 
Russia, Canada, Europe, Japan, Hong Kong, Chile, the Dominican Republic and Mexico. She has 
also worked professionally as a landscape architect and as an environmental planner. You can 
view Dr. Wolf's research program at www.naturewithin.info; and the Green Cities: Good Health 
project at: www.greenhealth.washington.edu 
 
Moreover, Kathy is interested in how scientific information can be integrated into local 
government policy and planning. She is/has served with regional and national organizations 
that promote nature-based health and quality of life in communities, such as the Washington 
State Community Forestry Council, American Forests, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the 
Sustainable Sites Initiative, the American Planning Association, the TKF Foundation,  and 
Transportation Research Board national committee on Landscape and Environment.  
 
Dr. Wolf has received (much appreciated!) support from TREE Fund for two projects: 1) 
evaluation of shopper response to tree canopy in retail business districts, and 2) city trees and 
human health response, including economic value. 
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